
 

 Lt. Florence 
B. Choe 

 35  Naval Medical Center San 
Diego, U.S. Navy assigned to 
Combined Security Transition 
Command - Afghanistan, 
United States Central 
Command, U.S. Secretary of 
Defense 

El Cajon, 
California 

Killed during a small arms fire attack 
by an Afghan National Army soldier 
at Camp Shaheen in Mazar-e Sharif, 
Balkh Province, Afghanistan on 
March 27, 2009 

 

 Lt. j.g. 
Francis L. 
Toner IV 

 26  Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command Hawaii, U.S. Navy 
assigned to Combined Security 
Transition Command - 
Afghanistan, United States 
Central Command,  
U.S. Secretary of Defense 

Kailua,  
Hawaii 
Formerly of  
Narragansett, 
Rhode Island 

Killed during a small arms fire attack 
by an Afghan National Army soldier 
at Camp Shaheen in Mazar-e Sharif, 
Balkh Province, Afghanistan on 
March 27, 2009 

 

 Lance Cpl. 
Nelson M. 
Lantigua 

 20  2
nd Battalion, 10th Marine 

Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, 
II Marine Expeditionary Force, 
Marine Forces Atlantic 

Miami, 
Florida 

Found dead from a non-hostile 
gunshot wound in his living quarters 
at a military base in the Al Anbar 
province of Iraq on March 31, 2009 

 

 Sgt. Devin C. 
Poche 

 25  3
rd Brigade Special Troops 

Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat 
Team, 25th Infantry Division,  
U.S. Army Pacific 

Jacksonville, 
North Carolina 

Died in a non-combat related incident 
at Contingency Operating Base 
Speicher, near Tikrit, Iraq on March 
31, 2009 

 

 Maior  
(Maj.) 
Tiberius 
Petre  

 32  Batalionul 1 Operaţii Speciale 
"Vulturii”, Forţele Terestre 
Române (Romanian Land 
Forces) 

Târgu Mureş, 
România 
(Romania) 

Died when accidentally shot in a 
crossfire by a Romanian-American 
“rapid intervention team” responding 
to an insurgent attack, 80 kilometer 
southwest of Kabul in Vardak 
Province, Afghanistan on April 3, 
2009 

 

 Sgt. Daniel J. 
Beard 

   147th Postal Company,  
Special Troops Battalion,  
21st Theater Sustainment 
Command, 7th U.S. Army  

Buffalo,  
New York 

Died after collapsing following a 
physical training run in Ad 
Diwaniyah, Iraq on April 3, 2009 

 

 Lance Cpl. 
Stephen F. 
Dearmon 

 21  2
nd Marine Logistics Group,  

II Marine Expeditionary Force,
Marine Forces Atlantic 

Crossville, 
Tennesee  

Died in a non-hostile incident in the 
Al Anbar province of Iraq on April 3, 
2009.  

 

 Tech Sgt. 
Phillip A. 
Myers 

 30  48th Civil Engineer Squadron, 
48th Mission Support Group, 
48th Fighter Wing, 3rd Air 
Force, U.S. Air Forces in 
Europe, U.S. Air Force 

Hopewell, 
Virginia 

Killed when an improvised explosive 
device was detonated as it was 
approached to be disarmed near Musa 
Qal`eh, Helmand Province, 
Afghanistan on April 4, 2009 

 

 Spc. Israel 
Candelaria 
Mejias 

 28  1
st Battalion, 2nd Infantry 

Regiment in Task Force  
3rd Battalion, 66th Armor 
Regiment, 172nd Infantry 
Brigade, V Corps, 7th U.S. 
Army 

San Lorenzo, 
Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico 

Killed by a landmine detonation 
during combat operations near 
Baghdad, in the Diyala province of 
Iraq on April 5, 2009 

 


